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Conference Report
Gateways to the Past: Researching and Exploring Multiethnic Stories Through History Teaching.
Programme.

This three day conference was a forum for presenting papers on current and recently completed research within the History teacher education community, as well as discussing recent developments in the teaching of multi-ethnic histories. It was attended by over forty colleagues from England, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Canada, Croatia, Malta, Northern Ireland, Serbia and Wales.

A welcoming address was provided by John Cater, the Vice Chancellor of Edge Hill University followed by an Opening Address by Chris Culpin who presented a paper called ‘Looking for the big picture’, in which he explored case studies of change in History teachers work. He began with looking at the recent OFSTED judgements about the professional skills of history teachers in England, which are extremely encouraging, but showed how new, and different, demands lie ahead. 
The current revisions to the English Key Stage Three curriculum seek to return the responsibility for designing the course firmly back to departments, with a significant potential impact on teachers, CPD and ITE needs.  The new, innovatory OCR Pilot GCSE also places a strong emphasis on teacher and departmental creativity and planning, but also present a huge opportunity to re-establish ownership of the curriculum, but do teachers have the readiness and the training to take it?

In her paper: ‘Who do you think you are?’ (Exploring Family History with trainees and school pupils) Hilary Claire explored some of the ways in which she has worked with family history with children in KS1 and with primary ITE students. Many of the young people came from minority groups, which helped everyone understand more about the very diverse experience and participation of different communities in our society, but this was not a necessary condition for valuable historical work. She discussed the ways in which children and students can learn about the methodology and concepts of history through exploring their own histories and also how people can start to make  links between wider national and international events, even when their family  stories seem deceptively ordinary.
The Understanding Slavery Initiative: is a partnership between the National Maritime Museum, the National Museums Liverpool, the British Empire and Commonwealth Museum, Bristol City Museums, Galleries and Archives, and Hull Museums and Art Gallery. Maria Amidu, The Project Development Manager of the Understanding Slavery Initiative, based at the National Maritime Museum, Greenwich, briefed the conference on the internet resources available for use with trainees and teachers on the sensitive subject of transatlantic slavery and it legacies. www.understandingslavery.com 
The recently launched educational website includes sections dealing with slavery’s modern legacies, and practical guidance on how to use museum collections that link to schemes of work within the National Curriculum, particularly History and Citizenship at Key Stages 3 and 4, and the plans for 2007 and beyond. 

Arthur Chapman, the Convenor of the National Academy for Gifted and Talented Youth's History Working Group spoke about the work of the group in considering how teachers, trainees and others can support G&T work in England (and how those outside of England might benefit from such work.
In a Round Table Forum There was a discussion forum about HTEN’s role in enhancing networking and supporting colleagues in History Teacher Education in schools and the Higher Education sector. One area for the managing committee to explore is developing regional networks of providers e.g. the History PGCE courses at Roehampton and Kingston have formal institutional links through SWELTEC but also have a long standing informal partnership which organises an annual summer conference for PGCE trainees and their mentors. 
The second day was based around a study day in Liverpool, working in and around the Merseyside Maritime Museum, Albert Dock. Sessions were related to teaching about the Transatlantic Slave Trade and engaging community perspectives on history. Tony Tibbles, Keeper of the Merseyside Maritime Museum made a welcoming address on ‘Working in a multi-cultural multi ethnic community’ followed by a paper and presentation about the research underpinning  education work within the Understanding Slavery Initiative by Dr Dean Smart, Senior Lecturer in History Education at the University of the West of England, Bristol and Alex Robinson, Slave Trade Education Consultant at the Merseyside Maritime Museum.
Dean, who led the USI national research in the ITE sector in Phase 2 of the project, spoke about the work done over the last three years related to teaching the sensitive subject of the Transatlantic Slave Trade.
Alex spoke about the CD Rom  produced in Liverpool, and provided a copy free for each attender. It contains a wealth of background information and practical activities for use in the classroom. Rich in primary material. The disc has been designed to explore issues related to slavery, and includes strong visual images, video clips, sound and readings from original sources. The museum education officer, Jackie Bentley ran an object handling session and another colleague explored using drama and roleplay techniques to teach about sensitive subjects.
During a Liverpool and Slavery Town Trail, with Eric Lynch, ‘oral historian of Liverpool’s black community’ the group was able to reflect on community perspectives on history and how these can be used in teaching.
On the final day Dr Michael Riley, Senior Lecturer in History Education at 

Bath Spa University led a session on Diversity and Difference: Teaching about Islamic History. He suggested that learning about the history of Islam, and about Islam’s relationship with the West, has never been more vital. In writing a new Key Stage 3 textbook on Islamic history Michael and his co-authors have been forced to address some key issues in teaching about Islamic history.  The group were encouraged to consider strategies for teaching Islamic history in ways that fire curiosity and deepen understanding. 

Marian McQueen, a Blackpool LEA National Strategy Consultant, with Nigel Duckworth, Head of History at Montgomery High School Language College and Phil Wright, Head of History at Palatine Community Sports College, along with a small number of pupils from each school, spoke about Addressing  ethnicity through a thinking skills approach. This project has come from the work of a history network within Blackpool LEA, where representatives from each secondary school meet once every half term to share and develop good practice. During the last two years the group has worked with Professor Patrick Buckland, the Chair of the 'Ireland in Schools' (IiS)project. The result of the collaboration has been an ongoing development of a 'suite' of materials for KS3 which exemplify historical links with Ireland through thinking skills activities drawn from the Secondary National Strategy. 

In a Research in Progress session Arthur Chapman, of St Martin’s College Lancaster

Explored his ongoing work on Accounting for Interpretations / Interpreting Accounts: A Case Study of 16-19 Year Old History Students' Understandings of the Nature of Historical Interpretations and Accounts. This research is a case study focused on the underlying assumptions about the nature of history and of historical interpretations and accounts held by a group of A and AS students in one institution. Arthur is interested in the ways in which the students model differences between accounts, in the ways that they explain differences in accounts and in the ways in which they adjudicate between conflicting accounts. The aim of the research is to identify preconceptions that impede progression in pupil understanding and to suggest teaching approaches that will allow these preconceptions to be addressed. This research builds on similar work arising out of Project CHATA and takes it forward by examining student thinking in greater depth and beyond the age of 14. 

Alan McCulley of the University of Ulster at Coleraine presented his research:
Secondary students’ perspectives on school and community history in Northern Ireland. This paper reports on findings from a study of secondary students’ ideas about history and history education. This is a crucial topic for investigation in Northern Ireland, where history plays a contentious role in popular discussion and community conflict, and where one purpose of the school curriculum is to provide alternatives to the sectarian historical perspectives students may encounter elsewhere. This study involved open-ended, semi-structured interviews with 253 students from a variety of social backgrounds. Interview responses demonstrated the strong impact of community influences on students’ ideas, but students also consciously and explicitly expected school history to provide a more balanced alternative to those influences. Both in school and out, students attempted to navigate among the conflicting uses of history in their society and to become more historically informed, while at the same time they looked to history for a sense of heritage and identity.
In a final session: Using Virtual learning Environments (VLEs) to support history I.T.E. trainees and Mentors there was an opportunity to share ideas / experience and perceptions and listen to a series of  informal presentations / discussions led by colleagues involved in the development of VLEs  in history teacher education. This was a very well received session featuring the work of a number of colleagues.
The conference closed at 15.30 on the Thursday.
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